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Introduction
This book was developed for international students and other nonnative English-speaking students at university and college campuses
and adult education centers. It answers the need to understand
native English speakers in these contexts and carry on informal
conversations with them.
There are twenty-four conversations in which the learner is engaged
with an American who is using informal, colloquial American English.
The American is using expressions and idioms that are natural in
those contexts. Listening and speaking practice, with some reading,
are the language skills that are developed in the lessons.
The learner should be at least at a low intermediate proficiency level,
and a young adult or adult learner.
An audio component provides enhanced listening and speaking
practice. Although the book can be used without the audio, the use
of the audio is strongly recommended.
This is a copyable text which can be used in a classroom, as a tutorial,
or, with the audio, for self-study.
Suggestions on how to use the text effectively are in the following
User’s Guide.
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User’s Guide
Each of the twenty-four units follows the same format. Each unit has four
copyable pages. The first twelve units (on campus) are focused on learners
at a college or university campus. The second twelve units (off campus)
could also take place on a college or university campus, but they could
easily take place at an adult education center. Although the text and audio
components can be used in a variety of ways, recommended procedures
follow:

Use in a Classroom Setting
PAGE ONE
1. Think and Talk. After selecting a unit, have the students read and talk
about the questions in the Think and Talk section. You can lead the activity
with the whole class or have small groups do it. This activity establishes
expectations of what is to follow.
2. American Expressions and Idioms. The words and phrases in this list
will be encountered in the next three activities. A simple first step is to ask
the class if they recognize any of these entries. If there are some known
elements, this can reduce the amount of time spent in the next step. Then
have the students read the conversation on the next page. In doing so,
they should be looking for clarification of the expressions and idioms. This
procedure also introduces them to the “story line” in the conversation,
thereby preparing them for the next step, Listen.
PAGE TWO
3. Listen. If the audio is available, play the audio once through without
stopping to establish the overall meaning of the conversation. Then go
back and use the pause button after each sentence or long phrase, working
with the students to establish “what’s going on.”
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PAGE THREE
4. Fill in the Gaps. This activity can be used in a variety of ways.
A:		 After going over step 2 above, play the conversation and have the learners follow
			 along and fill in the gaps. This is a kind of dictation activity for listening practice.
B: 		 After going over step 2 above, have them read and fill in the gaps to check their
			 comprehension of the conversation passage. In effect it is an evaluation activity.
C: 		 Introduce the unit by having the learners read the passage and fill in the gaps, so
			 you can check their work to see what is known and unknown.
PAGE FOUR
5. Listen and Repeat. This practice activity is designed to help the learners practice
using the suprasegmental system: stress, intonation, rhythm, linking, and phrasing. The
words are clumped together by the dashes to show a natural phrasing of the elements
of a spoken sentence or long clauses. The boldened, full-capital syllables are the
heaviest-stressed syllables of a phrase. This practice is best done with the audio.
6. Talk Like an American. The learners return to the conversation on page two.
They work with a partner saying the lines to each other, listening and responding, with
one learner taking the part of the international student (IS) and the other the American
friend (AF). The purpose is to speak the lines in step 5, Listen and Repeat at the top of
page four, naturally, talking like an American.

Use for Self-Study
The procedure outlined above will work quite well in a self-study situation. One major
difference is that the audio is necessary for self-study.
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